PHIL JANSSEN SAINT MARK CATHOLIC
St. Mary Catholic High School ran the table in 2016, being the only team in Wisconsin to finish with an unblemished record. They finished the season with a spotless 26-0 record. The Zephyrs, under Janssen, won the Eastern Wisconsin conference before their tournament run began. Their season concluded with a 5-1 victory over Prairie du Chien in the Division III Championship game. In nine seasons he has posted a 153-44 record at St. Mary Catholic.
SUMMER COACH OF THE YEAR

SCOTT STAUDE BURLINGTON
During the 2016 season Burlington Demon coach Scott Staude earned his 200th career win. They also won the Southern Lakes Conference Championship. Reaching State Tournament, Burlington was looked at by most people as an underdog. However, victories over Janesville Craig and Green Bay Preble took the Demons to the Championship game, against a formidable Hartland Arrowhead team that had defeated Burlington 6-3 in their final regular season game. This time they stunned Arrowhead, winning 6-4, earning the Division I State Championship, and Scott Staude the Coach of the Year award.
SCOTT HOLLER OAK CREEK
In 2016 the Oak Creek Knights posted a 31-3 record under coach Scott Holler. They won their 4th consecutive Greater Metro conference title, and 9th in the last 12 years. The Knights reached the WIAA State Tournament for the 5th time in 12 years. They have won 20 or more games for 14 straight seasons. During the 2016 season Holler also earned his 300th career win, and now owns a 320-102 overall record in only 12 seasons at Oak Creek. chad dowland -random lake Chad Dowland joined the Random Lake coaching staff two years ago, along with head coach Mike Donahue. Although Random Lake had a strong tradition, they had fallen on hard time, winning no more than five games a year for a five year stretch. With Chad's help, Random Lake posted a winning record in 2015, and won a Conference Championship in 2016. Chad's commitment is to make sure the players do the little things right, both on the field and off. The program could not have come this far, this fast, without the assistance of Chad Dowland. 
PAST WINNERS
COLLEGE COACH OF THE YEAR
The 2016 
CHRIS SCHWARZ UW-LA CROSSE john ball
John Ball has served as a baseball coach in Wisconsin for 40 years. He has led successful programs in both New Richmond and Somerset, having success in both the summer and spring baseball seasons. He has been actively involved in the WBCA for nearly his entire career. If there was a WBCA event, Ball was usually in attendance. His leadership has been invaluable to the WBCA. His 567 career victories puts him at third highest all time.
A class act, Ball continues to serve baseball as a member of the Hall of Fame committee.
steve block
Steve Block is another distinguished coach who has had a long and memorable career. He has served as the head coach at both Prescott and Ellsworth High Schools. Block took both of these schools to State Tournament several times while winning a State Championship. He was the head coach at UW-River Falls between coaching stints at Prescott and Ellsworth. He has coached for over 30 years and has amassed over 400 wins. Block has also been involved with various WBCA activities, and has continuously volunteered for WBCA events. He is also an active member of the Hall of Fame committee.
jeff eberle
Jeff Eberle has been a behind-the-scenes mainstay in Beaver Dam since the mid-1970's. He has been heavily involved in the Beaver Dam Little League organization, serving as a coach, a sponsor of tournaments, and the director of baseball fund-raising. His fund-raising event not only raises money, but utilizes the student-athletes, providing opportunities to teach more than just the game, striving for the boys to grow into men. He also offers winter workouts for players of all ages that want to improve their skills.
dennis kostac
Dennis Kostac began his umpiring career in 1975, giving him over 40 years as a man in blue. He is not just an umpire, but also serves as a mentor for young umpires. In addition to baseball, Kostac also works softball, and officiates basketball and volleyball. He has worked more than 20 WIAA State Tournaments in those combined four sports. He has also worked at the NCAA level in baseball and softball. Kostac is a true umpiring and officiating legend in the Green Bay area.
gary 'rock' lawrynk 
wbca baseball memories AWARD PLAYERS OF THE YEAR DI -gavin lux kenosha indian trail
Lux has played in every game in the short history of Kenosha Indian Trail High School. He was a 4 year starter. As a senior he posted a .524 average, hit 6 homers, scored 46 runs, and drove in 30 runs. He was walked 31 times, as teams elected to pitch around him, which led to 23 stolen bases. A stalwart on defense as well as offense, Gavin's skills led him to be the #1 draft pick of the Los Angeles Dodgers in 2016, and is one of the Dodgers top prospects for the future.
DII -NICK WINTER MILWAUKEE LUTHERAN
Winter was a four-year starter as a pitcher/outfielder for Milwaukee Lutheran High School. He was named 1st Team All-Conference three times. He compiled a .519 average as a senior. While on the mound he posted a 10-1 record, with a 0.84 ERA. Winter struck out 123 batters in 84 innings. He was named 2nd Team All-American by Max Preps. He has earned a baseball scholarship to UW-Milwaukee, where he will be studying nursing.
diii -zach pronschinske arcadia
Pronschinske was a versatile allaround player who played every infield position, as well as the outfield, when he wasn't on the mound for Arcadia High School. At the plate He batted .525 as a senior, with an on base % of .663. As a pitcher, he had a 10-1-1 record as a senior, with an ERA of 0.81. In 69 innings he had 119 strikeouts, and only 21 walks. Zach is attending UW-La Crosse, as a business major, where he will be playing baseball. 
DIII -ryan gassner marathon
KEN KIRBY UMPIRES OF THE YEAR JOHN LAUDON -Black River Falls and DANN SHUTTER -Tomah
John Laudon and Dann Shutter, the Ken Kirby Umpires of the Year, are from the Black River Falls-Tomah area, and have umpired respectively for 35 years, and 30 years. Both of them are set to retire after the upcoming season. As a crew, they have been a highly regarded pair in the Coulee and Mississippi Valley region. It is with great respect that the WBCA honors both John Laudon and Dann Shutter for their exemplary work in the umpiring profession. They have umpired minor league spring training games and annually work between 70-80 games a year. 
DIV -jacob huebsch ithaca
ETHICS IN COACHING mark berquist -hayward
When umpires recommend a coach for the Ethics Award, that is pretty high praise. According to them, working a Hayward baseball game, with Mark Berquist in charge, is something to look forward to. His players play the game the right way, hustling at all times, and showing respect for both their opponents, and the umpires. He is a great teacher of the game, and his players not only like him, but respect him. The definition of a gentleman is someone who treats other people in a proper and polite way. This defines Mark Berquist.
bob gawlitta -wisconsin rapids
Bob Gawlitta has had a fair share of success as the head coach at Wisconsin Rapids. He works hard during the season and in the off-season, being actively involved in the youth programs, and running camps and clinics. Although he is highly competitive, he never lets that get in the way of sportsmanship and character. When dealing with him, you are dealing with class and dignity. Gawlitta may be the face of Wisconsin Rapids baseball, but he always places kids first.
WBCA Scholarship Winners blake hansen -union grove
A 2016 WIAA Scholar Athlete, Blake received All-Conference recognition during his junior year. Blake graduated with a G.P.A. of 3.98 and dedicated a tremendous amount of time in Community Service projects, including spending a week in Moorhead, North Carolina helping cleaning up after Hurricane Sandy. Head coach Michael Arendt writes that "Blake is the type of student-athlete that every teacher and coach dreams of having multiples of because of his selfless attitude and incredible abilities. " Heading to the UW-Milwaukee to study mechanical engineering.
Matthew Helms -Stevens Point Pacelli
Matthew just completed a very successful high school career both on and off the field. On the field, Matthew was 1st team All-Conference and was named CWC 8 Player of the Year. On the season, he hit .451 with 41 hits, 27 RBIs, 15 stolen bases. He also went 8 -1 on the mound with a 0.78 ERA while striking out 57. Off the field, he earned a 3.948 G.P.A. while taking several AP and Honors classes. Just as impressive, he earned Eagle Scout. Coach Wayne Sankey says, "Matt has been one of the most unselfish players that I have ever coached. " Heading to UW-Platteville to study engineering.
Matt McCarty -South Milwaukee
Matt was ranked number 1 is his graduating class of 281. Just as impressive is that he took a rigorous class load with nine AP classes on his way to a 4.0 G.P.A., earning the Wisconsin Academic Excellence Award. Matt also spends a great deal of time volunteering, including a visit to Guatemala to tutor English in 2014. Earning FOUR varsity letters in baseball, Matt was All-conference all four years and finished his career with a 17 -9 record while striking out 235. He recently played in the WBCA All Star Game and will pitch at Louisville next year. Coach John Galewski says Matt "is a selfless competitor who passes praise on to others before himself. " Heading to the University of Louisville to study biochemistry.
Logan Peterson -Somerset
Logan graduated with a 3.967 G.P.A. and was selected as the Middle Border Conference Scholar Athlete and WIAA Scholar Athlete. Logan was a threesport athlete. He received All-Conference recognition in football, wrestling, and baseball the past three years and recently played in the WBCA All Star Game. He hopes to continue to play baseball at UW-LaCrosse next year. Coach John Ball writes, "he is a born leader and is looked up to by his peers. " Heading to UW-LaCrosse to study biology.
